(Approx. 499 words)

What’s New? – Blu-Toque

By George Harding, Treasurer, Tucson Computer Society

www.aztcs.org

georgehardingsbd (at) earthlink.net

Bluetooth is gaining in popularity and usefulness. More and more applications use Bluetooth, a short distance communication technology. Bluetooth is not new, but the use of it to enable applications is becoming more frequent and innovative.
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One such application is Blu-Toque, otherwise known as Bluetooth Beanie. Here is an innovative use of Bluetooth to play songs that are on your smartphone. 

The woolen cap has a battery which is charged with an included cable. One end is a micro-USB connector, the other a USB plug. The battery compartment is accessed on the inside of the Beanie. Charging takes a while, but should last for 2 ½ days of standby and 6 hours of talk time, according to the company. The battery is lithium-ion.

Once charged, you can pair the device with your smartphone in the usual fashion. Then you can listen to your songs as you skate, hike, ski, walk or whatever, out of doors and keep your ears warm at the same time.

The module is on the outside of the beanie and has three pressure points. The middle one pressed 3 seconds turns on the device and pressed once plays or stops the music. The right-hand one skips to the next selection or, if given a long press increases volume. The left-hand one skips to previous selection or, if given a long press decreases volume. The long press actions did not work for me, but the smartphone can be used instead for volume control.

The beanie comes with the charging cable and a User Manual which is printed in very small type, but includes brief instructions in three languages.

There are some warnings in the instruction packet.

1. Do not expose to liquids or moisture

2. Don’t tamper with it 

3. Pull out the Bluetooth module before washing the beanie

4. Keep it away from fire (I wonder if it is flammable!)

5. Do not store it near acids or alkaline material

I had one problem with the fit of the beanie. I guess my head must be larger than the model in the picture, because I couldn’t get the beanie to fit completely over my ears. I could still hear the music, but my ears would get cold, if I were in a cold environment.

Blu-Toque by Caseco

www.caseco.ca

Price $50

